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SUBJECT: QUESTIONS FOR JUNE 14 HUMAN RIGHTS HEARING. 

REE: STATE 122950 

1 . HIRC STAEF INFORMS US THAT IN PREPARATION FOR JUNE 14 
TAIWAN HUMAN RIGHTS HEARING CONGRESSMAN FRASER WILL ASK THE 
DEPARTMENT TO PROVIDE WRITTEN ANSWERS TO A NUMBER OF SPE- 
CIFIC QUESTIONS WHICH HE WILL BE TRANSMITTING TO THE DEPT 
LATER THIS WEEK. DEPT HAS GOTTEN AN INFORMAL INDICATION OF 
THE GENERAL NATURE OE THE QUESTIONS AND WILL PREPARE ANS- 
WERS. HOWEVER, WE WILL NEED EMBASSY'S ASSISTANCE ON THE 
QUESTIONS LISTED BELOW (AND POSSIBLY ON OTHERS AFTER WE 
RECEIVE FRASER'S LETTER). 

2. A) IS THERE ANY MORE AUTHORITATIVE GOVERNMENT STATEMENT 
ON TORTURE THAN FRED CHIEN’S WRITTEN COMMENTS ON OUR HUMAN 
RIGHTS REPORT THAT TORTURE AND CRUEL TREATMENT ARE STRICTLY 
PROHIBITED? TO WHAT EXTENT DOES TORTURE AND CRUEL TREAT- 
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MENT OCCUR? WHAT STEPS HAS THE GRC TAKEN TO PREVENT SUCH 
ABUSES? 

B) WHAT ARE THE NAMES AND PRINCIPAL PROVISIONS OF THE 
DECREES AND LAWS THAT RELATE TO MARTIAL LAW AND POLITICAL 
PRISONERS (1948 MARTIAL LAW DECREE, STATUTE FOR THE PUNISH- 
MENT OF REBELLION, MILITARY TRIAL PROCEDURE LAW, ETC.)? 
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WHAT AMENDMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE IN THESE LAWS SINCE THE 
1950'S? HAVE THE AMENDMENTS TENDED IN PRACTICE TO EXPAND 
OR REDUCE THE RESTRICTIONS ON POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS? 

C) WHAT ARE THE HABEAS CORPUS PROVISIONS APPLICABLE IN 
CIVIL/CRIMINAL CASES AND HOW CAREFULLY ARE THEY 
ADHERED TO? ARE THERE HABEAS CORPUS PROVISIONS APPLICABLE 
IN CASES TO BE TRIED IN MILITARY COURTS AND HOW DO THEY 
DIEFER EROM THOSE IN CIVIL/CRIMINAL CASES? HOW LONG ARE 
POLITICAL PRISONERS DETAINED WITHOUT BEING CHARGED OR 
TRIED? 

D) WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPAL DIEFERENCES BETWEEN THE DUE 
PROCESS PROCEDURES APPLICABLE IN CIVIL/CRIMINAL TRIALS AND 
THOSE IN MILITARY TRIALS? 

E) WHAT IS THE LEGAL BASIS EOR THE ROC'S POST-PUBLICA- 
TION CENSORHSIP? WHAT LAWS DOES THE ROC CITE IN LIMITING 
OR WITHDRAWING THE CIRCULATION OE PUBLICATIONS AND IN SUS- 
PENDING OR BANNING MAGAZINES SUCH AS WEN HSING AND THE 
TAIWAN POLITICAL REVIEW? 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING YOUR RESPONSES BY lUNE 6. 
CHRISTOPHER 
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